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Manslet Mi constrained tu interrupt his reverie. l4 Seems
to worry you a hit, Professor?" ho ventured.
" It is extraordinary!" Dr. Priestley replied slowly.
" You see the significance of this? The original letter,"
though written by Henry Alcott, was not written to his
son. The questions immediately arise,, who altered the
letter to its present form, and for what purpose? And
how did it find its way into Charles Alcott's pocket?"
11 My idea is that Charles Alcott altered it as an
excuse for asking for a holiday," replied Hanslet.
" Anyhow, I don't see that it matters much to anybody,
I only brought it along to show you, as a curiosity,"
11 1 do not think that Charles Alcott can have altered
it. Why should he have kept it for so long after it must
have served his purpose? I ascertained while I was in
Barnsley, that Henry Alcott was in the habit of writing
begging letters, and sending them to people whose names
and addresses he saw mentioned in the newspaper. The
yords which your expert deciphered from the original
seem to suggest that it was one of these. Tt might have
read something like this—I will not attempt to reproduce
Henry Alcott's peculiar grammar or phraseology:
*' * dere sir,
" ' I venture to write to you in hope that you will
be kind enough to render me some assistance. I am
an old man, without friends or relations to help me, since
I have lost my only son Chas., who was drowned at sea
while serving his country in the Great War. I am
completely destitute, and my disability, due to an
accident sustained many years ago, prevents me from
seeking even light work. If you could sec your way
to assisting me, even with a few shillings, I should be
most heartily grateful.
" * I am, Sir,
" Yrs respecktfully,
" ' hy. AtcoxT.' *

